NAME: ___________________


‘Book Shares’
Creative Visual Project Options

Time to turn on your creative brains and share the book you’ve read with your classmates!  Below are a number of possible visual project options.  
You may choose each only once this year.

Make a book jacket. Many hard cover books have a book jacket.  You need to make your own design for a book jacket that includes front and back cover designs.  You will also need to write an enticing summary (be careful not to give away the ending) for inside the front flap. A brief paragraph with author information will go inside the back flap.  You will need to do some basic research about the author in addition to reading the book. Take care not to copy the book’s current artwork or summary; make this book jacket your own.  
Prepare a one-page newspaper based on the book. Newspapers have several different articles on the same sheet of paper.  Try to look at the different things you see on a newspaper page (news stories, interviews, advertisements, pictures) and make a single newspaper page with three or more features from your story.
Make a diorama.  This is a three-dimensional scene with characters, often created in a shoebox.  It should reflect a specific scene with as much detail and insight as you can show.
Write a letter to the author. Using a proper letter format, write to the book’s author telling him/her how enjoyable the book was and why.  Ask thoughtful questions that you still have about the story or characters.  Consider telling the author what connections you made between the writing and your own life or other books that you have read. Be sure to have both an opening and closing paragraph in addition to the main paragraph(s).
Create a “Book in a Can”. Using a large tin, collect 7 – 9 objects that are connected to your story in some important way.  Consider things that reflect your main character’s personality, things that symbolize something in the story and individual items that play an important part.  You will then need to write an explanation of why you have chosen each of the items and show how they fit together in the story.
Prepare a TV or radio broadcast about the story. Create a broadcast that focuses on sharing your book and enticing others to read it.  It should be 2-4 minutes in length.  It should include discussions about or with one of the story’s characters, discussion about the story’s problem and how it’s solved, and what kind of readers you feel would enjoy this book.  You must submit a rough outline of your plan for the broadcast explaining the participants and content of each segment of your broadcast: Do not write up an exact script.  You may play all the parts and may need to create “voices” so that we know who you are pretending to be.
Write a business letter to a librarian stating why the book should be purchased. Using a proper letter format, write to Ms. Lisa telling her about your book and why you found it so enjoyable.  Consider explaining what the basic story is about and the types of characters it has.  Also tell her what age and type of readers she could recommend the book to.  Try to be persuasive but back up your opinions about the book with facts.  Be sure to have both an opening and closing paragraph in addition to the main paragraph(s).
Keep a diary for a character from the book. This is a particularly good choice when the main character in your story undergoes important changes in character traits.  Choose 4 different spots in the story and write a personal diary entry from the perspective of the character.  This means that you will pretend that you are the character writing his/her thoughts and feelings about the events up to that stage in the story.  Be sure to note the page in the story when each entry would have been made. The last entry should reflect the end of the story.
Make a comic strip telling the story. Choose 12 to 16 main events from the story and draw up each in detail in a frame of your cartoon.  Be sure to make a list of these events first so that you know how you will organize it and how many frames you need before you start drawing.  Each frame should include basic dialogue. When you are finished, the cartoon strip should tell the summarized story from beginning to end. 
Write a song about the story. Pick the melody from a song that is familiar to you and create at least 6 stanzas (about 4 lines each) with new lyrics.  You may focus on the plot but should include some insights in to the development of the main character over the course of the story. 

Make a puppet or sculpture of the main character in the story. There are many different ways to create a three dimensional character; you can make an apple head doll, a sock puppet, a modeling clay character or felt hand puppet, just to name a few.  Research how to create the one you choose and work carefully to make it expressive and detailed, based on what you learned about the character from the story. You need to write an explanation of how this character fits into the book.
Make a mobile that shows important scenes from the story.  You need to choose 12 to 16 main events in your story. Create a colorful, detailed drawing of each scene, including basic dialogue, on a square card.  These cards may be put back to back and then hung from a creative mobile that you design. The top of the mobile (possibly a wire hanger) could be decorated with symbols from or the theme of the book.
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